
IS A DOUBLE CENTURION POSSIBLE?

I can say with confidence that no one has ever done two successive centurions back to back (ie 100 miles on day 1 
followed by another 100 miles on day 2). The recognised world bests for the 48H walk are

294.114 km Sayer Ann Nottingham, England 11-13 April 1982
319.609 km John Dowling Nottingham, England 31 Jul – 2 Aug 1983

Both these were done in successive Charles Rowell Six Day races which were held in Nottingham from 1981 to 1985.

Great article which explains it at https://runyoung50.co.uk/eleanor-adams-womens-six-day-races-a-history/ 

The article discusses the 1983 edition and there is a cut and paste of the daily splits.

This shows that John Dowling's splits for the first 2 days (he was doing the 6 day walk) were 115.6 miles followed by  
83 miles. One can speculate that if John had not gone so far on the first day and if he was not competing in a 6 Day  
event, he could have done successive centurions in those first 2 days but that is just speculation.

I also checked Ivo Majetic's daily splits in his world best 6D distance of 786km. They were 133km, 158km (291km), 
137km (428km), 124km (554km), 122km (676km) and 114km (786km). He set up his huge total with his second day  
total of 158km, but he was under 100 miles each day. See the race report in http://centurions.org.au/newsletters/2018-
n04-may.pdf. 

We would certainly acknowledge both as centurion walks if successive hundreds could be achieved.  I now invite  
readers to see if they can prove me wrong with their own research!

In finishing, I have attached this article on John Dowling doing a centurion walk at age 71. he was indeed a legend of  
our  sport.  You  can  read  all  about  John’s  exploits  at  :  https://www.vrwc.org.au/tim-archive/articles/wo-john-
dowling.pdf .
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